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Wesley Noble Janssen ’00
Gem of the Neighborhood /b y  L o r i  S h i n e

D I Y  P O W E R H O U S E

From her first visit to New Orleans, during her student days at  
Deerfield, Wesley (Noble) Janssen was enamored. “I was just amazed 
by the architecture of the city, and the breathtaking live oaks. It was 
really what drew me here.” Years later when she and her husband 
were looking for a larger home in the city, they definitely wanted some-
thing classic New Orleans, “but I also wanted a project. And I knew 
that it meant we could afford to be in the neighborhood that I wanted.” 
They found their match in a colonial revival from the late 1910s, just 
one block away from the city park and museum, and right on the 
streetcar line. It had plaster columns, a double parlor, and a nice yard 
for their children. But it was most definitely a fixer-upper. 

“There were two holes in the roof, so it had been raining inside the 
house for a long time,” says Wesley. Termites love those conditions, 
she explains, “so the whole left side of the house was completely  
devoured. We had to remove it and replace it.” 

She did a lot of the subcontracting herself to save money—even 
though she often had her newborn and two-year-old in tow. Later, at 
the end of the job, the contractor confessed to Wesley that he had been 
skeptical in the beginning. But, she says, “I knew through it all that it 
had really great bones.” In fact, Wesley and her family are the first 
people to own the home outside of the family who originally built it. 

“This home needed a family again and life restored to it. People who’ve 
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lived in this neighborhood for many years and 
had thought of this house as the gem of the 
neighborhood were able to feel pride in it again.” 

When the contractor shared his doubts with 
her about this project, she confessed that she 
had shared them too. “I didn’t know if I was going 
to drown in this project,” she said. “Deerfield 
taught me perseverance, and that the squeaky 
wheel gets the grease. Hard work and an eye for 
detail—those things reminded me of Deerfield.” 

Newly restored and lovingly decorated with the 
family’s eclectic style and Wesley’s art, their 
home was recently featured in a house tour on 
the Apartment Therapy website. With three 
young kids (ages seven, five, and one), was it 
challenging staging the home for the house  
tour photography? Well, maybe a little. Wesley  
confesses that her oldest was frustrated because 
the whole week before the tour “I was asking him 

Newly restored and lovingly decorated 
with the family’s eclectic style and  
Wesley’s art, their home was recently 
featured in a house tour on the  
Apartment Therapy website.
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to not take all of his stuff out,” trying to keep the house ready. But 
having a deadline did provide a side benefit. “There were certain  
projects I wanted to get done that I hadn’t finished. They kept getting 
put off. I was never going to do them! Once Apartment Therapy said 
they were going to come, I got them done.”  

Wesley credits her “Western Mass ingenuity” with helping her dive 
in and work her way through challenges. A Northfield, MA, native, she 
says that “growing up where you’re at least 20 minutes from anywhere, 
you make it work—MacGyvering it.” At Deerfield, her creativity was 
nurtured in ceramics classes with Tim Engelland. “He was so supportive,” 
she remembers. “My senior year he let me do a free study where he 
mentored me but it wasn’t a structured class. And because of that, 
when I went to college I was able to do a senior level sculpture class 
as a freshman. He was amazing.” 

Even at Deerfield and in her college days, Wesley had a kind of  
confidence in her style. “People sometimes think my combinations are 
wild. But if you surround yourself with items that you love, you can 
make them work together,” she says. “You don’t have to wait to have 
the space of your dreams. Make your space now your sanctuary.”  



75

P R O - T I P :

“People sometimes think my 
combinations are wild. But 
if you surround yourself with 
items that you love, you can 
make them work together,” 
she says.“You don’t have 
to wait to have the space 
of your dreams. Make your 
space now your sanctuary.” 


